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BAMPFA’s Senior Modern and Contemporary Art Curator 
Apsara DiQuinzio to Depart After Nine Years 

 
(Berkeley, CA) June 30, 2021—The UC Berkeley Art 
Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAMPFA) announced 
today the departure of Apsara DiQuinzio, the museum’s 
senior curator of modern and contemporary art and Phyllis 
C. Wattis MATRIX Curator. Her last day at the museum is 
August 31, 2021. A search for her successor will begin 
later this year. 
 
DiQuinzio joined the BAMPFA curatorial staff in 2012 and 
was promoted to senior curator in 2017. At BAMPFA, she has 
overseen the museum’s MATRIX program for contemporary 
art and has organized major exhibitions, catalogs, 
commissions, performances, and donor events. She has also 
facilitated the addition of many important works to BAMPFA’s 
art and film collections, including works by Michael 
Armitage, Vincent Fecteau, Ron Nagle, Christina Quarles, 
Harvey Quaytman, and Amy Sillman.  
 
“The past nine years at BAMPFA have been extraordinary, 
and I am so proud of the work I have done here,” said 
DiQuinzio. “I have collaborated with an exemplary team of 

colleagues and had the opportunity to work with some of the most inspiring artists of our time. BAMPFA 
is one of the most special museums in the world, and it has been a true honor and privilege to work in 
this university context and with the museum’s diverse communities. I will always cherish my time here, 
and I am looking forward to this next chapter of my career.” 
 
“Apsara has been an essential member of BAMPFA’s curatorial team for nearly a decade, during which 
she has made immense contributions to the vibrancy of our modern and contemporary art program” said 
BAMPFA Director Julie Rodrigues Widholm. “She leaves behind an impressive record of accomplishment, 
including a roster of exhibitions that exemplify the creative energy and spirit of inclusivity that define 
BAMPFA. We are grateful for all of her contributions to this institution.”  
 
DiQuinzio has curated and co-curated over forty exhibitions at BAMPFA, including Ron Nagle: 
Handsome Drifter (2020), Harvey Quaytman: Against the Static (2018), Charles Howard: A 
Margin of Chaos (2017), Color Shift (2015), and Ballet of Heads: The Figure in the Collection 
(2013). DiQuinzio has also overseen the BAMPFA presentations of major national exhibitions that have 
traveled to Berkeley, such as Covered in Time and History: The Films of Ana Mendieta (2016), 
Cecilia Vicuña: About to Happen (2017), and Peter Hujar: Speed of Life (2017).  
 
DiQunizo’s last exhibition at BAMPFA is New Time: Art & Feminisms in the Twenty-First Century, 
an expansive survey of contemporary feminist art that will open on August 28, 2021. The exhibition is 
part of the Feminist Art Coalition (FAC), a nationwide consortium of artistic programming informed by 



	

feminist thought and practice, which was founded by DiQuinzio and is taking place across over one 
hundred art institutions through the end of this year.  
 
At BAMPFA, DiQuinzio has led the museum’s MATRIX program, an exhibition series that highlights 
distinctive and important voices in contemporary art. She has organized over twenty solo or two-person 
exhibitions of artists including Zarouhie Abdalian, Michael Armitage, Tarek Atoui, Kader Attia, Eric 
Baudelaire, Geta Bratescu, Will Brown, Veronica De Jesus, Cecilia Edefalk, Nicole Eisenman, Paz 
Errázuriz, Jay Heikes, Arthur Jafa, Ana Maria Maiolino, Alicia McCarthy and Ruby Neri, Pat O’Neill, 
Otobong Nkanga, Christina Quarles, Will Rogan, Linda Stark, and John Zurier. During the Covid-19 
pandemic, DiQuinzio produced the first virtual exhibition in the MATRIX program’s four-decade history, 
Orbits of Known and Unknown Objects / MATRIX 277—an exhibition in the form of a website, 
located at Matrix277.org.  
 
Before coming to BAMPFA, DiQuinzio was a curator in the painting and sculpture department at 
SFMOMA, where she organized the exhibitions and catalogs Six Lines of Flight: Shifting Geographies 
in Contemporary Art and The Air We Breathe: Artists and Poets Reflect on Marriage Equality, 
among many other projects. She has also worked at the Whitney Museum of American Art, where she 
co-organized the 2004 Whitney Biennial and curated Burgeoning Geometries: Constructed 
Abstractions (2006) and Skin Is a Language (2006). She has also written for many exhibition 
catalogs and journals, including Artforum, Mousse, The Exhibitionist, and Cura. 
 
About BAMPFA 
An internationally recognized arts institution with deep roots in the Bay Area, the University of California, 
Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAMPFA) is a forum for cultural experiences that 
transform individuals and advance the local, national, and global discourse on art and film. BAMPFA is 
UC Berkeley’s premier visual arts venue, presenting more than 450 film screenings, scores of public 
programs, and more than fifteen exhibitions annually. With its vibrant and eclectic programming, 
BAMPFA inspires the imagination and ignites critical dialogue through art, film, and other forms of 
creative expression.   
  
The institution’s collection of more than 28,000 works of art encompasses pieces dating from 3000 
BCE to the present day and includes important holdings of Ming and Qing Dynasty Chinese painting, 
Japanese paintings and woodblock prints of the Edo period, Indian miniatures, Old Master works on 
paper, Italian Baroque painting, early American painting, Abstract Expressionist painting, 
contemporary photography, and conceptual art. BAMPFA’s collection also includes more than 18,000 
films and videos, including the largest collection of Japanese cinema outside of Japan, impressive 
holdings of Soviet cinema, West Coast avant-garde film, and seminal video art, as well as hundreds of 
thousands of articles, reviews, posters, and other ephemera related to the history of film. 


