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BAMPFA Presents US Premiere of 
New Video Installation from Jumana Manna 

 
On View December 8, 2021 through March 6, 2022 

 
BAMPFA Co-Commission Blends Documentary and Fiction to Depict 

the Criminalization of Palestinian Herb Foraging Traditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Berkeley, CA) November 22, 2021—The UC Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAMPFA) 
has co-commissioned a new film installation from Jumana Manna that will receive its US premiere at 
the museum next month. Drawing on the artist’s ongoing interest in the paradoxes of preservation 
practices and their ties to colonial power structures, Foragers explores the criminalization of 
Palestinian herb foraging practices under the pretext of protecting endangered plants. This hour-long 
film blends documentary, fiction, and archival footage primarily from Jerusalem and the Galilee region 
of Palestine/Israel, where Manna grew up and continues to shoot many of her films. The project will 
open at BAMPFA as Jumana Manna / MATRIX 278, the latest installment in BAMPFA’s MATRIX Program 
for Contemporary Art and Manna’s first solo museum exhibition on the West Coast. 
 
Jumana Manna is a Berlin-based artist whose work has been widely exhibited in Europe, North 
America, and the Middle East. Manna’s commission for BAMPFA advances the artist’s recent practice of 



	

making essay films that illuminate the intersection 
of power, sustenance, intimacies of daily life, and 
colonial inheritance. The work complements her 
previous film Wild Relatives (2018), which explored 
the politics of seed banking in Syria, Lebanon, and 
Norway. Foragers carries these concerns into the 
practice of foraging, collecting plants that grow in 
the wild. The film focuses on two much sought-
after plants, ‘akkoub (a thistle-like plant that tastes 
similar to artichoke) and za’atar (thyme), that have 
been collected for generations in historic Palestine. 
Foraging ‘akkoub and za’atar has been criminalized 
by the Israeli government under the guise of 
conservation efforts, resulting in heavy fines, trials, 
and prison sentences for Arabs who are caught 
gathering these plants. Filmed both before and 
during the pandemic, Manna’s investigatory and 
poetic meditation combines fiction and 
documentary to trace the entangled cultural and governmental significance of this tradition and its 
legislation.  
 
Following the plants from the wild to the kitchen, from the chases between local foragers and the 
Israeli nature patrol to the forager’s defense court rooms, this work is concerned with what is made 
extinct and what gets to live on. The single-channel film carefully illustrates the importance of these 
food sources as sustenance and cultural symbol for people whose political autonomy, rights, and land 
have been under attack for nearly a century. Contextualized against a backdrop of ecological and 
economic precarity, Foragers examines human and non-human resistance in the face of intended 
erasure and alienation from the lands that sustain them. In its use of foraging as a metaphor for the 
contestation of space under a regime of occupation, Foragers interrogates both the restrictive policies 
of the Israeli government and the deeper premise of state control over the traditional land practices 
that have existed outside of commercial agriculture throughout human history.  
 
Filmed on location primarily in the occupied Golan Heights, the Galilee and Jerusalem, Foragers will be 
presented as a single-work exhibition at BAMPFA beginning on Wednesday, December 8. The film will 
play on a continual loop in BAMPFA’s galleries. In conjunction with the exhibition, the museum will 
host a slate of public and educational programs; visit bampfa.org for the latest updates. 
 
“In Foragers, Jumana Manna brilliantly weaves together the politics of colonization and ecology that 
define our current moment—by examining their intersection in her own family and community’s 
cultural and culinary traditions," said BAMPFA Curatorial Assistant Claire Frost, who organized the 
exhibition. "We are thrilled to be presenting Manna's reflective, incisive, and beautiful work through 
this internationally co-commissioned project, which advances BAMPFA's commitment to engage artists 
whose work fosters dialogue on a local level about issues of global relevance.” 
 
Image Credits 
Jumana Manna: production photos from Foragers, 2022; HD video; courtesy the artist. 
 
Sponsorship 
Jumana Manna/ MATRIX 278 is selected by Apsara DiQuinzio, former senior curator of modern and 
contemporary art and Phyllis C. Wattis MATRIX Curator, and organized by Claire Frost, curatorial 
assistant. The MATRIX Program is made possible by a generous endowment gift from Phyllis C. Wattis 
and the continued support of the BAMPFA Trustees. 



	

 
Foragers is co-commissioned by BAMPFA, BAK Utrecht, and the Toronto Biennial of Art. 
 
A commissioned essay by Ruba Katrib, Curator at MoMA PS1, is included in the exhibition brochure.  
 
Visitor Information 
Subject to change based on COVID-19 protocols: visit bampfa.org/visit/plan-your-visit for current 
information. 
 
Hours 
Wednesdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 
Tickets 
$13 general admission 
$11 non-UC Berkeley students, disabled, 65+ 
FREE BAMPFA members; UC Berkeley students, faculty, staff; 18 and under; one adult per child 13 
and under; and artists in the BAMPFA collection/MATRIX 
 
Address 
2155 Center Street, Berkeley, CA 94720 
bampfa.org 
510-642-0808 
 
About BAMPFA 
An internationally recognized arts institution with deep roots in the Bay Area, the University of California, 
Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAMPFA) is a forum for cultural experiences that 
transform individuals and advance the local, national, and global discourse on art and film. BAMPFA is 
UC Berkeley’s premier visual arts venue, presenting more than 450 film screenings, scores of public 
programs, and more than fifteen exhibitions annually. With its vibrant and eclectic programming, 
BAMPFA inspires the imagination and ignites critical dialogue through art, film, and other forms of 
creative expression.   
  
The institution’s collection of more than 28,000 works of art encompasses pieces dating from 3000 
BCE to the present day and includes important holdings of Ming and Qing Dynasty Chinese painting, 
Japanese paintings and woodblock prints of the Edo period, Indian miniatures, Old Master works on 
paper, Italian Baroque painting, early American painting, Abstract Expressionist painting, 
contemporary photography, and conceptual art. BAMPFA’s collection also includes more than 18,000 
films and videos, including the largest collection of Japanese cinema outside of Japan, impressive 
holdings of Soviet cinema, West Coast avant-garde film, and seminal video art, as well as hundreds of 
thousands of articles, reviews, posters, and other ephemera related to the history of film. 
 


